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CITIZENS OF MASSACHUSETTS TO CARRY TORCH FOR DARFURI PEOPLE

Local survivors of past genocides stand united, urge China to bring Olympic dream to Darfur

BOSTON, MA  – Carine Gakuba lost both parents and four of her siblings during the 1994 genocide in Rwanda.  Merzudin Ibric survived the mass slaughter in the small Bosnian village of Srebrenica.  Rosian Zerner was a witness to the horror of Nazi Germany’s unspeakable reign of terror.  On Sunday, October 7, these three genocide survivors will join together with other genocide survivors from local Armenian, Bosnian, Cambodian, Jewish, Rwandan and Sudanese communities, as well as with concerned citizens from throughout the state, at a torch lighting ceremony for the people of Darfur at Boston’s Government Center Plaza. 

The gathering is part of the symbolic Dream for Darfur Olympic Torch Relay that is currently traveling to more than 20 cities across the United States. The Dream for Darfur Olympic Torch Relay, which has also traveled internationally to countries with a history of genocide and mass atrocities, aims to urge China – as Sudan’s chief diplomatic sponsor, major weapons provider, and largest foreign investor and trade partner; and as host of the 2008 Summer Olympics – to use its unique position to lead the world in bringing an end to the ongoing violence and humanitarian crisis in Darfur.

“The theme for the 2008 Olympics in Beijing is ‘One World, One Dream,’” explains Jirair Ratevosian, co-chair of the MA Dream for Darfur.  “But China is failing to help bring this dream to Darfur.  Here in Massachusetts we will bring people together from many of our local communities, including those with genocide survivors, to stand united in asking China to please do all it can to help end the Darfur genocide.” 

Earlier in the day, communities throughout Massachusetts, including Amherst, Boston, Cambridge, Cape Cod, and Winchester, will be holding their own local torch relays and torch events.  Communities will then converge at Boston’s Government Center for the culminating torch lighting ceremony.  Featured speakers will include genocide survivors, as well as Rev. Gloria White-Hammond, M.D., Co-founder, My Sister’s Keeper; Jill Savitt, Director, Dream for Darfur Campaign,
U.S. Congressman John F. Tierney of the 6th District of Massachusetts, and other special guests.
Massachusetts Dream for Darfur is co-sponsored by the Massachusetts Coalition to Save Darfur (www.savedarfurma.org), STAND (www.standnow.org), Dream for Darfur (www.dreamfordarfur.org) and The Save Darfur Coalition (www.savedarfur.org).
For more information, please visit www.madreamfordarfur.org.  
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